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heights of Abraham, about three quarters of a mile from
Quebec.
Montcalm had, in the meantime, been kept entirely in
the dark as to Wolfe's intentions by the skilful manoeuvres
of Admiral Saunders, who, as previously arranged, had
made a feint against the French camp  at   Beauport.
All   through  the night  a severe cannonade ^.^
was kept up by the ships, while the splashing against
of oars was heard in various quarters, especi- BeauP°rt-
ally about the mouth of the Montmorenci, where Wolfe
had made his first attack, on July 30, and Montcalm was
in constant expectation of an attempt to storm his lines,
till a- horseman from Quebec galloped into his camp at
daybreak and announced the landing of the English.
Then the French commander hurried across the St.
Charles and prepared to give battle to the daring invader.
How many men he had with him it is impos- ^
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sible to say.    He seems to have been superior of Mont-
to the English in numbers, but many of his calm"
troops were  only  Canadian  militia.     His wisdom   in
fighting at once is veiy much open to question—had he
waited  a day  Bougainville with his 2,000 would have
been in—but there is no doubt that his dispositions for
the battle were worthy of his reputation.
Advancing under cover of a cloud of skirmishers, the
French came down upon the English left, drove it in, and
forced Wolfe to wheel back three battalions en Success of
potence to avoid being outflanked. Montcalm the French.
then massed his troops on his own left, and fell with
great impetuosity on the English right, which was com-
posed chiefly of irregulars. Here also the advanced
pickets were driven back in confusion, and a feeling of
discouragement spread through the English ranks, till
Wolfe restored confidence by riding in front of the line
and assuring the men that the light infantry had retired

